
IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . \ (Previously Presented) A system, comprising a network node configured to 
negotiateNfor connections for high priority calls received at the node in the face of 
otherwise congested outbound communication links, wherein the node is configured to 
negotiate for 6ne or more voice channels to accommodate the high priority calls 
depending upoA selected compression schemes for existing calls transported on the 
outbound communication links. 

2. (Original) A s\stem as in claim 1, wherein the negotiation is conducted in a 
fashion that will preserve connections for existing calls associated with the node. 

3. (Original) A system as in claim 2, wherein the negotiation is conducted so as to 
cause one or more of the existine calls to consume less bandwidth over the outbound 
communication links than was consumed at a time prior to reception of the high priority 
calls. \ 

4. (Original) A system as in claim jL wherein the node is configured to initiate the 
negotiation depending on the availability oV codec resources at the node. 

5. (Original) A system as in claim 1, wharein the high priority calls comprise voice 
calls. \ 
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6. (Original) A system as in claim 1, wherein the node is configured to commence 
negotiations according to availability of codec resources at the node. 



(Cancelled) 




(Currently Amended) A method comprising maH^ging a communication link 
/ between nodes of a communication netwpii^as to ensure connection availability for 
one or more high priority call5/<Jver the communication hnk through dynamic 
renegotiations of calLp^ameters for existing calls transported over the commimication 
link, wherein^ilie dynamic renegotiations comprise negotiations of compression schemes 
for the^wiee calls. 



9. (Original) A method as\in claim 8, wherein the calls are voice calls. 

10. (Original) A method as in claim 9, wherein the communication link supports 
communications according to the Asyj^chronous Transfer Mode. 

11. (Cancelled) 



12. (Previously Presented) A method as iA claim 8, wherein the dynamic 
renegotiations are supported according to codec availability at the nodes. 
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13. (Original) Ametl 
accomplished through thi 




2, wherein the dynamic renegotiations are 
of 0AM cells between the nodes. 



14. (Original)^ A method as in claim 12, wherein codec availability is determined 



\ 

according to profile information maintained by the nodes. 

15. (Original) A method as in claim 12, wherein the high priority calls are determined 
as such according toldatabase information regarding called numbers. 



16. (Currently Amended) A network comprising: 

a number of noobs connected through one or more communication links; and 
a resource manager configured to allocate bandwidth over the communication 
links to high priority calls received at one or more of the nodes without dropping existing 
calls within the network throimh dynamic renegotiations of existing bandwidth utilization 
within the network , wherein themodes each support multiple codec resources to , which 
compress voice information transmitted over the communication lin ks, wherein the 
dynamic renegotiations comprise negotiations of compression schemes supported by the 
multiple codec resources for the calls 

17. (Cancelled) 



18. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 4716 wherein the resource manager is 
a distributed resource among the nodes of the network. 
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19. (Cancelled) 



20. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 4-716 wherein the dynamic 
renegotiations are\supported through the exchange of 0AM cells between the nodes. 

21. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

means for negotiations of negotiating compression schemes for one or more high 
priority #ie voice calk; and 

means for managing a communication link between nodes of a communication 
network so as to ensurd connection availability for flie one or more high priority voice 
calls over the communication link through the means for n e gotiations of negotiating 
compression schemes call ppramctors for existing calls transport e d ov e r th e 
communication linlc . 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2 1 wherein the means for negotiations 
negotiating further comprises means for exchange of 0AM cells between the nodes. 

23. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium containing executable 
instructions which, when executed in aVcontroUer system, cause the system to perform the 
following comprising managing a communication link between nodes of a 
communication network so as to ensure connection availability for one or more high 
priority calls over the communication link through dynamic renegotiations of call 
parameters for existing calls transported oven the communication link, wherein the 
dynamic renegotiations comprise negotiations of compression schemes for the voice calls. 
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24. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 23, wherein the 
dynamic renegotiations are supported according to codec availability at the nodes. 

\ 

25. (Previously Presented) This computer readable medium of claim 23, wherein the 
dynamic renegotiations are accomplished through the exchange of 0AM cells between 
the nodes. 
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